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MEASURES OF MERCY 

8.4.19 

SCRIPTURE 

27 So the Lord was with Joshua, and his fame was in all the land. 1 But the people of 
Israel broke faith in regard to the devoted things, for Achan the son of Carmi, son of 
Zabdi, son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took some of the devoted things. And the 
anger of the Lord burned against the people of Israel. 
2 Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is near Beth-aven, east of Bethel, and said 
to them, “Go up and spy out the land.” And the men went up and spied out Ai. 3 And 
they returned to Joshua and said to him, “Do not have all the people go up, but let 
about two or three thousand men go up and attack Ai. Do not make the whole people 
toil up there, for they are few.” 4 So about three thousand men went up there from the 
people. And they fled before the men of Ai, 5 and the men of Ai killed about thirty-six of 
their men and chased them before the gate as far as Shebarim and struck them at the 
descent. And the hearts of the people melted and became as water. 
6 Then Joshua tore his clothes and fell to the earth on his face before the ark of 
the Lord until the evening, he and the elders of Israel. And they put dust on their 
heads. 7 And Joshua said, “Alas, O Lord God, why have you brought this people over 
the Jordan at all, to give us into the hands of the Amorites, to destroy us? Would that 
we had been content to dwell beyond the Jordan! 8 O Lord, what can I say, when Israel 
has turned their backs before their enemies! 9 For the Canaanites and all the inhabitants 
of the land will hear of it and will surround us and cut off our name from the earth. And 
what will you do for your great name?” 
10 The Lord said to Joshua, “Get up! Why have you fallen on your face? 11 Israel has 
sinned; they have transgressed my covenant that I commanded them; they have taken 
some of the devoted things; they have stolen and lied and put them among their own 
belongings. 12 Therefore the people of Israel cannot stand before their enemies. 
They turn their backs before their enemies, because they have become devoted for 
destruction. I will be with you no more, unless you destroy the devoted things from 
among you. 13 Get up! Consecrate the people and say, ‘Consecrate yourselves for 
tomorrow; for thus says the Lord, God of Israel, “There are devoted things in your 
midst, O Israel. You cannot stand before your enemies until you take away the devoted 
things from among you.” 14 In the morning therefore you shall be brought near by your 
tribes. And the tribe that the Lord takes by lot shall come near by clans. And the clan 
that the Lord takes shall come near by households. And the household that 
the Lord takes shall come near man by man. 15 And he who is taken with the devoted 
things shall be burned with fire, he and all that he has, because he has transgressed 
the covenant of the Lord, and because he has done an outrageous thing in Israel.’” 
16 So Joshua rose early in the morning and brought Israel near tribe by tribe, and the 
tribe of Judah was taken. 17 And he brought near the clans of Judah, and the clan of 
the Zerahites was taken. And he brought near the clan of the Zerahites man by man, 
and Zabdi was taken. 18 And he brought near his household man by man, and Achan 
the son of Carmi, son of Zabdi, son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, was taken.    
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19 Then Joshua said to Achan, “My son, give glory to the Lord God of Israel and give 
praise to him. And tell me now what you have done; do not hide it from me.” 20 And 
Achan answered Joshua, “Truly I have sinned against the Lord God of Israel, and this is 
what I did: 21 when I saw among the spoil a beautiful cloak from Shinar, and 200 
shekels of silver, and a bar of gold weighing 50 shekels, then I coveted them and took 
them. And see, they are hidden in the earth inside my tent, with the silver underneath.” 
22 So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran to the tent; and behold, it was hidden in 
his tent with the silver underneath. 23 And they took them out of the tent and brought 
them to Joshua and to all the people of Israel. And they laid them down before 
the Lord. 24 And Joshua and all Israel with him took Achan the son of Zerah, and the 
silver and the cloak and the bar of gold, and his sons and daughters and his oxen and 
donkeys and sheep and his tent and all that he had. And they brought them up to 
the Valley of Achor. 25 And Joshua said, “Why did you bring trouble on us? 
The Lord brings trouble on you today.” And all Israel stoned him with stones. They 
burned them with fire and stoned them with stones.26 And they raised over him a great 
heap of stones that remains to this day. Then the Lord turned from his burning anger. 
Therefore, to this day the name of that place is called the Valley of Achor. Joshua 6:27-
7:26, ESV 
 

REVIEW 

Most no longer create false images of God, but false ideas of God.  

 

When God is emasculated of His justice, grace & mercy are cheapened.  

 

We must embrace God for who He is, not who we want Him to be: 

"The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in 
steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity 
and transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity 
of the fathers on the children and the children's children, to the third and the fourth 
generation." Exodus 34:6-7, ESV 
 

GRACE, MERCY, & JUDGEMENT 

Grace: when God gives us something we don't deserve, didn't earn 

Mercy: when God doesn't give us something we do deserve 

Judgement: when God gives us divine justice  
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WHAT ACHAN TEACHES US 

Achan's sin asserts that some things are "devoted" to the Lord & some to 
destruction. 
 

Achan's sin affirms that nothing can be hidden from the Lord. 

Nothing in all creation is hidden from God. Everything is naked and exposed before His 
eyes, and He is the one to whom we are accountable. Hebrews 4:13, NLT 
 

Achan's sin affects more than himself. 

 

Achan's sin awakens spiritual awareness. 

Achan's sin announces God's longsuffering & merciful nature. 

1) Consecrate yourselves for tomorrow 

2) Tribe 

3) Clan 

4) Household 

5) Man 

 

Mercy often looks like chance, after chance, after chance, to come clean. 

 

Achan's sin acknowledges God's justice through judgement. 

 

US TO OTHERS 

"Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful." Luke 6:36, NIV 
 
When people fail, we offer compassion instead of judgement. 
 

…the Lord has told you what is good, and this is what He requires of you: To do what is 
right, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God. Micah 6:6-8, NLT 
 

Being truly merciful is born out of experiencing God's mercy for oneself. 

 

 



 

©2019 Pastor Cory Henderson               Christian Life Church CLColumbia.com 

P
ag

e4
 

US TO OURSELVES 

I must learn to lean on God's mercy, not my failure.  

 
He does not punish us for all our sins. He does not deal harshly with us, as we deserve. 
Psalm 103:10, NLT 
 

GOD TO US 

Noah & Humanity 

 

Jonah & Ninevites 

 

Moses & Pharaoh 

 

Peter & Ananias & Sapphira 

 

Revelation & Humanity 

 

You & Me 

 

CLOSE 

It was said of Oscar Wilde that his whole life he was "walking backwards toward the 
altar with (his) eye ever on the exit." 
 

Israel was her own greatest threat to the fulfillment of God's promises.  

 

Gratitude for God's mercy should compel us to right living. 
  
Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies 
as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God… Romans 12:1, NIV 
 

People who conceal their sins will not prosper, but if they confess and turn from them, 
they will receive mercy. Proverbs 28:13, NLT 


